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Stephanie Pooler, B.S. Mental Health and Human Services 

On Saturday, May 14, 2011 thousands of people gathered at the 
Augusta Civic Center to celebrate University of Maine at Augustaõs 
2011 graduating class.  At UMAõs 43rd commencement ceremony, 
636 students earned two-year associate and four-year bachelor 
degrees.  President Handley conferred Phyllis Jalbert and Dr. Dora 
Anne Mills with the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Humane 
Letters.  Phyllis Jalbert was recognized for her work on bringing the 
Holocaust and Human Rights Center of Maine to the UMA 
campus, while  Dr. Dora Anne Mills was honored for her many 
years in public service as Maineõs Public Health Director and other 
posts. 

 
Several individuals were recognized for their service, 

scholarship, and achievements.  UMA alumnus and Kennebec 
County Sheriff Randall Liberty (õ90 AS Criminal Justice &õ 98 BS 
Public Administration) received the Distinguished Achievement 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Spring equals time to turn the tassels. Congratulations to 
the class of 2011 and welcome to the University of Maine at 
Augusta Alumni Association.  Another event -filled winter has 
come and gone; please read further for details of some of these 
wonderful events. We are looking forward to many upcoming 
events that UMA is planning and the Alumni Association is 
thrilled to be involved in.  
 

We again walked in memory of our former President, and 
my father, Richard J. Randall on Memorial Day, May 30 th. The 
walk took place on our beautiful nature trails and benefited 
the Richard & Mary Elisabeth Randall Scholarship Fund.  
 

On July 21st the Alumni Association is hosting an Alumni 
Cruise out of Boothbay Harbor.  Friend of UMA and alumnus, John Finnegan õ73, will be 
playing with his band The CAHOOTS.  The event will have food, cocktails, and merriment on 
a hopefully beautiful summer evening.  
 

Our 3rd annual Homecoming is scheduled for Saturday, October 15th! This yearõs event is 
going to be bigger and better than before, with a return of the Town v. Gown volleyball match, 
entertainment, food, arts and activities, all happening on UMAõs Augusta campus. 
 

These are only a few of the many 
upcoming events that the Alumni 
Association is involved with. To stay 
connected, please check us out on 
Facebook, LinkedIn, or contact Staci 
Warren, in the Office of University Advancement, at 621 -3299 or staci.warren@maine.edu. 
I hope to see all of you over the next few months at one of our fabulous events or meetings. 
 
All my best,  

 
 
 

Melanie E. Randall ô06 
President, Alumni Association  
University of Maine at Augusta  
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Readers may have noticed that some things 
are different in this issue of the UMA Alumni 
Association Newsletter.  On the cover, a new logo 
has replaced the old blue and gold.  The new logo 
is a reflection of the change in UMAõs branding 
and marketing.  The peak at the top is meant to 
signify that UMA is a ôhouse of learning,õ with the 
peak being formed by connecting roads that 
symbolize the connection between the UMA 
Augusta campus and UMA Bangor.  As a result, 
the UMA Alumni Associationõs Board of Directors 
decided to change with the times and adopt a new 
logo based on the new UMA brand.  With the new 
colors in the UMA logo, we have also decided to 
give the Alumni Association Newsletter a slight 
change in color as well. 

Cover StoryτCommencement 2011 

The Alumni Association hopes to attract 
many new members now that commencement 
2011 has wrapped up.  Students, faculty, and 
community leaders were honored at the 
graduation ceremony in May.  

UMA News 

Several UMA Alumni have made headlines 
recently.  If you know of any Alumni that are 
newsworthy, please contact the Office of 
University Advancement at (207) 621-3299. 

The Bangor campus is catching headlines 
lately for several projects to expand and improve  

the campus.  Make sure to check out the statewide 
headline catching news from UMA Bangor.  
Newsworthy events at UMA include a new 
building, exciting events, and members of the 
UMA community who have gained national 
recognition.  

Creative Writing Corner 

As always, the newsletter features creative 
writing pieces by faculty, staff, students, or 
alumni.  Additionally, Janet Morgan brings us a 
book review of a poetry compilation by Joan 
Nicholson ô04, who is a Summa Cum Laude 
graduate with a B.A. in English.  Do not skip this 
section of the newsletter, it is well worth reading.  

Alumni In Law Enforcement 

The UMA Justice Studies Program hosted 
several former alumni in law enforcement for a 
career planning event. You can also read the 
speech President Handley gave to honor Sheriff 
Randall Liberty on page 12. 

Nursing Student Luncheon with President 

Several outstanding nursing students were 
honored at an event to recognize talented 
associates and bachelorõs degree candidates.  New 
graduates from the UMA nursing program are 
coming to a medical facility near you.  

Alumna Speaks to UCRM Grads 

An alumna, and current part -time professor, 
Amy Line ô01 spoke about the importance of 
education  at the graduation event for University 
College Rumford/Mexico.  

UMA Alumni CruiseτOpen to Everyone! 

We cordially invite all alumni and friends of 
the University of Maine at Augusta to join us for a 
an evening cruise on July 21 from 6:00pm to 
9:00pm.  The Harbor Princess will be leaving from 
Boothbay Harbor.  Live music is provided by John 
Finnegan ô73 and his band, the Cahoots.  Page 15 
contains the registration form.  Fill out the form 
and submit or call to reserve your spot!  

Newsletter Brief  
From the Managing Editor  
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Alumni in the News  

 
 

UMA Alumnus Now Maine State Police Chief 
 
With unanimous support from the Legislatureõs 

Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee, the 
Maine Senate confirmed UMA alumnus Robert A. 
Williams for the position of Chief of the Maine 
State Police.  Williams earned his bachelorõs 
degree in administration of justice in 2005, after 
previously earning an associates degree at UMA.  
Chief Williams was nominated by Governor Paul 
LePage and won the support of law enforcement 
organizations from across the State of Maine for 
his many years of exemplary service. 

 
 

Alumna Promoted to Associate Commissioner 
 
Jody Breton ô04 earned a bachelor of science in 

computer information systems at UMA.  Recently, 
Breton was promoted to Associate Commissioner 
of the Maine Department of Corrections. 
Congratulations Jody! 

 

Once Homeless, Now Student of the Year 
 
When he enrolled at UMA -Bangor, Howard 

Frye õ11 was living at the Hope House in Bangor.  
Eventually getting help with housing, Howard 
moved to Veazie in 2007.  Howard was able to 
overcome life obstacles, such as being out of 
school for over 20 years, and graduated from 
UMA with a bachelor of science in business 
administration this May.  In addition, Frye was 
honored with the distinction of being the UMA 
Bangor Baccalaureate Student of the Year.  
Howard plans to attend Husson University where 
he hopes to earn a masterõs degree in business 
administration. Congratulations Howard!  
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Do You Know of Any UMA 
Alumni in the News? 

Contact the Office of University 
Advancement at UMA! 

Howard Fryeɂ0ÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÍÐÕÓȭ #ÏÒÎÅÒÓÔÏÎÅ 
Program Office Thursday afternoon, May 12, 2011.  
John Clarke Russ | BDN 



 

 

The name University 
CollegeñBangor has long 
been the official designation 
of UMAõs Bangor campus.  
On March 14th, 2011, the 
University of Maine System 
Board of Trustees approved 
the name change to 
University of Maine at 
Augusta, Bangor Campus, 
or UMA Bangor.  The 
initiative to change the 
name to UMA Bangor 
began on the Bangor 
campus as part of an effort to create a closer 
alignment between the campuses.  UMA 
Bangorõs name change was broadly supported by 
Gillian Jordan, Dean of UMA Bangor, the Bangor 
campus community, and President Allyson 
Handley.  

 

Augusta Hall Demolished 
 
For the past six years, 

Augusta Hall has been a 
vacant campus eyesore at 
UMA Bangor.  The building 
was used for storage until 
very recently, when a project to demolish the 
building was carried out in April.  A new 
landscaped open space on campus will replace 
Augusta Hall this summer,  providing an outside 
meeting area. 

 

    This summer, UMA Bangorõs Dental 
Health Programs will be getting a new 
dental hygiene clinic.  The Dental Health 
Program at UMA Bangor has outgrown 
the old Texas Avenue location that has 
been open since 1997.  After pursuing 
grants and  
other funding, UMA was able to put 
together a proposal for $3 million in 
renovations that will expand the existing 
11,000 square foot facility to 14,000 
square feet.  The project will also provide 
significant upgrades for the clinicõs 
existing dental equipment and 

computers.  Additional support came from area 
dentists and dental hygienists who made 
contributions through the University 
Advancement Office to fund the clinic.  Patients 
served by the UMA Bangor clinic are generally 
low -income or do not have dental insurance.  
The newly renovated facility will allow patients 
more privacy by having separate patient rooms, 
just like a general dental practice.  Students at the 
clinic provide services such as dental cleanings, x
-rays, and fluoride treatments under close faculty 
supervision.  In August, an event will be held to 
celebrate the grand opening of the clinic, which 
is expected to start serving the community by 
September. 
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UMA Bangor Makes Headlines 
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Dean Gillian Jordan, UMA Bangor 

UCB is Now UMA-Bangor 

Left: The former Dental 
(ÅÁÌÔÈ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȭ ÃÌÉÎÉÃ ÉÎ  
Lincoln Hall.  
 
Right: One of many exam 
rooms in the New Dental 
(ÅÁÌÔÈ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȭ $ÅÎÔÁÌ 
Clinic.   

New Dental Clinic in Bangor 



 

 

UMA News 

On Thursday, October 7th evening around 70 
people gathered for the opening evening at 
UMAõs newest building. The Gannett Building on 
Water Street in Augusta, was donated to UMA in 
the Spring of 2010. The building will house some 
of UMAõs Art & Architecture classrooms and 
administrative services.  The first floor was open 
for the ceremony where a jazz ensemble played 
for the large group of guests. Tours of the 4th floor 
were also conducted.  Part of the 2011 senior art 
exhibit is currently on display in the Gannett 
Building. Four out of the fie floors of the building 
are now renovated. This connection to downtown 
Augusta will increase the connection and 
relationship with UMA and the local community.  

 

   Augusta Mayoral Lunch & Learn 

Two candidates for mayor of Augusta met 
with members of the community for a Lunch & 
Learn event sponsored by the UMA Alumni 
Association.  Candidates William Stokes and 
Mark OõBrien presented their platforms and 
issues at UMA on May 26, 2011.  Lunch was 
provided to all attendees.  OõBrien and Stokes are 
both city councilors running for the seat vacated 
by Roger Katz when he was elected to the Maine 
Senate.   

A  l a r g e  w o o d e n 
sculpture of famed 
Boston Red Sox shortstop 
Nomar Garciaparra was 
showcased in Jewett 
Hallõs Danforth Art 
Gallery this May.  
Chiseled in wood by 
chainsaw as a senior art 
project by UMAõs 
Jonathan Moro ô11, the 
Nomar statue is a hand 
painted work of art 
featuring Garciaparra in 
his classic Boston Red 

Sox uniform.  The statue won Moro recognition by 
the Boston Globe newspaper in an article on April 
14 that called Moro the ôMichelangelo of Nomar.õ  
Jon Moro of Rockport is a sports artist who has 
made many sculptures and paintings featuring 
well known athletes.  Check out Moroõs fantastic 
work at his website, http://www.jmoroart.com.  

 

Since the Lunch & Learn event, William A 
Stokes defeated Mark OõBrien in the election with 
two -thirds of the vote.  
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Photo: Architecture classroom in Gannett 



 

 

UMA News 

UMAõs womenõs basketball coach Jennifer 

Laney was recognized as the 

Womenõs Basketball Coach 

of the Year by the Yankee 

Small College Conference.  

Laney is known as a 

dedicated coach who 

encourages athletes to 

pursue academics with the 

same effort they give to 

basketball.  Laney is the first 

UMA basketball coach to ever 

receive this honor.  To see more about this story, 

see the video at http://www.uma.edu/

coachoftheyear.html. 

Richard J. Randall Memorial Walk 

On May 30, more than 35 individuals walked 

in memory of former UMA President Richard J. 

Randall.  The annual Randall memorial walk is a 

fundraiser for the Mary Elizabeth and Richard J. 

Randall Scholarship Fund and is sponsored by the 

UMA Alumni Association.  Approximately $1,500 

was raised through pledged donations.  Proceeds 

raised for the Randall Scholarship Fund provide 

financial assistance to two UMA students each 

year.  Snacks and drinks were provided to 

participants who came to walk UMAõs nature 

trails.  The walk is normally held on Memorial 

Day every year.  Contact the UMA Office of 

University Advancement to find out how to get 

involved.  

Homecoming 2011 

The third Annual UMA Homecoming Event 
will be held on October 15, 2011.  This yearõs 
UMA Homecoming theme is ôA Collaboration of 
Community,õ which follows suit with UMAõs 
theme of collaboration.  This event showcases the 
Universityõs connections to the community at 
large, through its diverse student body and 
beautiful campus.  All UMA Alumni, as well as 
the greater Augusta community, will be invited to 
attend this event.   
  

The UMA Alumni Association will host the 
Homecoming Event at the UMA campus in 
Augusta.  Exciting events include: live music, 
barbeque, guest speakers, open lectures, art and 
architecture exhibits, a soccer game, disc golf, and 
admissions tours.  In addition, food will be 
provided and vendors will be present.   
Homecoming 2011 features a farmers market, 
artisans and crafters, and student organization. 
The annual Town versus Gown volleyball 
competition will also be held.   This will truly be a 
Collaboration of Community.  

¦a!Ωǎ [ŀƴŜȅ IƻƴƻǊŜŘ ŀǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ  
Basketball Coach of the Year by YSCC 
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Jennifer Laney 
A sign welcoming alumni hangs in the entrance to the 
Randall Student Center.  Alumni are encouraged to come 
to the one day Homecoming event held in October. 
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Fruitwood  
 

When we had  the cherry tree cut 
the smell of cherries breathed in the wood, 
ghostly as when its blossoms shine white 

under the moon,  that cordial breath of cherry.  
 

Years before in Provence we burned the stumps 
of old grape vines as they were replaced, burned  
them in the villaõs fireplace when the mistral blew, 

and the breath of the grapes rose in the smoke. 
 

Alice Gifford  
Augusta, Maine  
UMA Senior College  

 
 
Wood Warbler  
 
In my hand a plump warbler, gray  
With yellow breast, beak thin and sharp.  
It brings me such dismay 
Its eyes like tiny beads of dark.  
 
I carry it warm in my handkerchief  
(Stained by a single drop of blood.) 
This is the catõs mischief 
Iõd mend it if I could. 
 
How did its fate fall into my hand ð 
So vulnerable and so warm ð 
How can I let it go, unhand  
And set it free from harm?  
 
Could I lift the cloth? ð  
Itõs free! Beating its wings 
In a corner of the porch, 
And now it springs ð 
There, into air! 
 

Alice Gifford  
Augusta  
UMA Senior College  

 

About the author: Alice Gifford was born in 
Montreal, graduated from McGill University, 
studied at Brown, married and moved to New 
England. She has three daughters. She worked 
with my late husband, Hal in our Augusta 
bookstore. Her poetry has been published in the 
Aurorean, UMA Scholar, UMA Senior Anthology, 
Off the Coast and the Moon Pie Press Anthologyé
Agreeable Friends. 

 
 

In Passing 
 
I passed along a ring today 
and with it all the bright  
the good and warm  
that it had lived  
 
It was not mine  
but mine once given 
an afterthought that grew  
to fit its silver solid circle  
 
sent now upon its way  
to new and vibrant life  
a history secure 
a talisman of gold 
 
Anne Rosenthal 
Waterville  
UMA Senior College  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

The Juggler 
 
Heõs beginning to know himself 
quite well lately  
It would have been handy early on  
as he floundered and foundered 
trying to keep all the balls in the air  
or pretending they were  
occasionally throwing one higher  
a small fillip  
trying to convince himself  
life was gracefully under control  
even had high points 
until the unavoidable fumbles  
frantic lungesñmissed catch-throws  
brought pervasive doubt  
 
In  truth he understood  
neither the balls   the alleged high points 
jumble of errors   even the air 
certainly not his part  
in the overall puzzling enterprise  
until the endless picking up  
repeated practice   slow-growing insights  
evolved   finally  
into a complex simple  
rhythm of substance 
 
Heõs getting the hang of it 
late but fortunately  
before the circus leaves town 
 
Anne Rosenthal 
Waterville  
UMA Senior College 
 

 

About the author: Anne Rosenthal is a retired 
teacher who discovered writing poetry through 
courses at UMA Senior College. She finds the high 
level of interest in poetry on campus very 
exciting. 

Book Review: 
Cold Storage: Selected Poems 
Author: Joan W. Nicholson ô04 

Just Like Jack Publications, 2009, $5.00 

Review by Janet Morgan 

 

Cold Storage, Joan Nicholsonõs first 
published book of poetry, showcases her rare 
talent for observation. From the bookõs first poem 
to the last, Joan illustrates how she views the 
world. In òCold Storageó she shows us just how 
fleeting is life. Laugh and cry with Joan as she 
shares experiences, both happy and sad. 

òA Late Snowó and òIce Outó are 
appropriate to any Maine spring. How many 
times have we observed a green lawn suddenly 
covered with snow? How many times have we 
been lured into the òseduction of spring [only to 
discover] the ecstasy was brief [because] 
suddenly, the black flies attacked with viperous 
vengeance just two lousy weeks after ice out?ó 
 Joan asks us to compete with her in òHow 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Creative Writing Corner  

UMA Alumni Association Newsletter Page 10 

Many Cars Have We Been Marriedó when she 
recalls the 26 cars she and her husband have 
owned. How about you? As she takes us from her 
ownership of a black Pontiac, to a 3-speed 
Tempest, and on to no less than 14 German made 
cars, we, too, think about our past conquests of 
the road. Are we what we drive?  

H.R. Coursen has this to say about Joanõs 
poetry: òNicholsonõs poems look slantwise at life, 
amused at its moments, aware of its passing into a 
suddenly distant past.ó Her poems do just that as 
we slip from one to another without hesitation. 
There is always time to read them again ð more 
slowly ð the next time. And we all have our 
favorites in such a book. Joan speaks to several 
forms, including one that is a particular favorite of 
mine. The Pantoum is fun to read aloud and Joan 
gives us that opportunity with ò1951ó and 
òNumber One Faithful Fan.ó 

Joan moved here from the Great Plains, 
where she attended Hastings College and 
Creighton University. She and her husband, Nick, 

raised three daughters. In Maine, where she has 
lived the greater portion of her life, she enjoyed a 
career as a registered optician before her husband 
suggested she finish her education. Seventy-three 
year old Nicholson graduated Summa Cum 
Laude from the University of Maine at Augusta in 
2004 with a BA in English, but not before she was 
òlured by the poetry muse.ó This may be the 
reason why Joan is now involved with poetry 
through the Senior College. 

 
This book is a compilation of both 

previously published poems and new ones for us 
to discover for the first time. If her work is 
familiar to you, perhaps you have seen it before. 
Joanõs poetry has appeared in several 
publications, including the fall 2010 UMA Scholar 
Newsletter. Or perhaps you heard her read from 
her works at the Terry Plunkett Poetry Festival. 
You will be in for a real treat if you order of a 
copy of her book and donõt put it down until you 
have read each and every poem again and again.  

(Continued from page 9) 
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ALUMNI CONTINUING EDUCATION  
 

Seana Bouchard ô11�• B.A.  Biology   accepted to Massachusetts College of Pharmacy & 
University of New England College of Pharmacy 

Stephanie Ross ô11�• B.S. Nursing accepted to University of Southern Maine�• M.S. 
Nursing program 

Nick Gallagher ô08�• B.A. Art accepted to Rocky Vista University College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, Colorado 

Jennifer Knox ô11�• B.A. Biology accepted to a graduate degree programs�³ pathology 
assistant 

Howard Frye ô11�• B.S. Business Administration accepted to University of Southern 

Maine�• �0�D�V�W�H�U�·�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���L�Q���%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q 

 

If you have information about an alumni, please share the good news with us!  


